SOME PERSONAL ASPECTS	141
the discipline of the service, he followed the dictates of his
conscience, rather than the wishes of his superiors, and was
always prepared to accept cheerfully the consequences of
his non-conformism. He never hesitated to express his inde^
pendent views, whenever he was called upon to do so,
regardless of the acceptability of such views with the
authorities concerned. And he never hesitated, within the
bounds of the discretion allowed to his office, to exercise
that discretion according to his judgment, unmindful of the
unpopularity that he might incur as a result thereof with the
powers that be. Whether hi service or outside, he was a
rebel in the sense that he did not subscribe to the accepted
patterns of thought and behaviour if they conflicted with
his independent judgment, but he was a constitutional rebel
who would not in any case proceed beyond the limits pres-
cribed by the laws and the accepted procedures of the time
to register his protest and to advance his country's cause.
II
In spite of his busy life and his sense of mission which
kept him pre-occupied, whether in India or abroad, whether
on duty or on holiday, Romesh Dutt had ample time for his
family in whose company he rejoiced and relaxed. He was
an excellent correspondent, and a flood of light on the
softer side of his character is thrown by his letters to his
daughters and grand-daughters. He was a loving father
of five daughters and a son who loved to flock round him,
not from a sense of duty, but for the sheer joy of it. He
had been married, as has been noticed, in 1864 when he
was a boy of 16, even before he passed his Entrance Exa-
mination. By the time he left for England in 1868 to
compete for the Indian Civil Service the young couple had

